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CHINA BULLETIN SUBSCRIPTIONS 


We are happy to say that subscriptions to the China Bulletin, both old and new, are 
coming to us in a steady stream. Many of the boards are sending copies to their China 
missionaries. We have just received a generous contribution of $25.00 toward the in- 
creased expense of printing the Bulletins from the China office of the Methodist Division 


of Foreign Missions. 


GERM WARFARE ACCUSATIONS 


Various Chinese Christian publications in early March gave much publicity to official 

| Chinese accusations that the U.S. forces in Korea had used germ warfare in North Korea 

_)and Manchuria. The leading article in Tien Fengof March 8th deals with this matter, 
and quotes Premier Chou En-Lai’s official statement of March 8th. This statement 
charges that U.S. planes dropped various germs in a number of Manchurian towns on 
several occasions. It states that any captured airmen will be dealt with as war crimi- 
nals and that the purpose of this germ warfare is to break up the Korean peace talks! 
Tien Feng reports that written protests against the U.S. have been made by the churches 
in many cities - Pe Tientsin, Paoting, Hangchow and Foochow are specificially men- 
tioned - and calls on all church members to recognize anew from these charges the bar- 
barism and cruel nature of America. 


The New York Times April 3rd carried a reprint of the so-called documentary pho- 
tographs used by the Chinese Communists to support their charges of germ warfare 
against the U.S. as carried in The Peking People's Daily of March 15th. Nine pictures 
are included; five of insects and bacteria, four o mb containers. The Times had the 
pictures analyzed by experts, who exposed them as inept propaganda attempts. One pic- 
ture was that of a harmless mosquito whose — had been removed. Others were of 
insects incapable of carrying disease, while the bacteria pictured were not those de- 
scribed in the captions. The bomb containers were all of U.S. cluster adapter bombs 
used for distributing leaflets. The United Nations Command announced in Tokyo on 
April 5th that “‘there is increasing evidence that epidemics in Communist China have 
taken 50,000 lives and affected as many as 400,000 persons. 


A Hongkong dispatch of April 2nd reports that the Shanghai Liberation Day on 
March 6th carried a statement by Kung Nai-chuan, Deputy He ector East 
China Military and Administrative Commission, estimating that ten million people in 
East China were suffering from schistosomiasis. Many of our readers will remember 
that there was an extremely serious incidence of this disease in that area in 1950, and 
that Communist soldiers training in rivers and ponds, reportedly in preparation for an 
invasion of Formosa, were especially hard hit. 
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U.S. REPORTS ON “‘RANSOM’’ OF AMERICANS IN CHINA 


Late in March American newspapers carried reports that U.S. business concerns and 
missions had paid $800,000.00 for “‘ransom”’ of American personnel in Communist China, 
this amount having been remitted under U.S. Treasury license. This report was given 
rather sensational coverage by some papers and radio commentators. A State Depart- 
ment release somewhat clarified the situation. Those sums have been paid out to satisfy 
claims arising from the closing of businesses and missions, often exorbitant as in the 
case of severance pay, without settlement of which foreign personnel cannot secure exit 
permits. This is a process which has been going on, as many of our readers know, ever 
since the Communists came to power in the cities of China. The use of the term “ran - 
som’’ in connection with such transactions would seem to be something of a misnomer. 
The State Department release called these “‘legitimate demands.”’ (in quotes) 


GENERAL NEWS 


The Hankow Y ze Daily on March 15th reported a two-day village uprising in 
Chishui County, about 60 miles east of Hankow, in which 280 peasants fought with Com- 
munist troops and militia on February 21st, when the villagers attacked the village party 
office and killed the local party secretary. Casualties among the villagers appear to 
have been heavy, as the report said only 23 were captured alive. The newspaper com- 
mented, “If this sort of serious incident can occur in such an area, it serves to prove 
that even in areas where agrarian reform has been implemented feelings of enmity are 


still strong.”’ | 
Hsieh Chin (National Christian Council’s Magazine), February issue. 


The cover of the February Hsieh Chin is very interesting. It is obviously modelled 
after a poster issued several years by the China Bible House. The picture features 
a great book, radiating light, while below it stands a great crowd, in which soldiers, 
workers, farmers and others are included, reaching up a multitude of hands toward the 
book, as thou eagerly grasping for it. The book is of course not the Bible, as it was 
in the original, he Selected Works of Mao Tse-tung,’”’ Vol I. Beside the picture is 
the inscription, ‘‘Respond to the Thought-Reconstruction Movement; recognize and prac- { 


tise Mao Tse-tung’s thought.”’ 


An interesting article by Y. Y. Lin in this edition is entitled ‘“Report on a Fresh Ex- 
amination of This Magazine’”’ and deals with its origin and purpose since it was re-issued 
in June 1951 as a full magazine of some 40 pages, as contrasted with the former news 
sheet issued under this name. It was re-issued as part of the reorganized NCC program 
and at the call of the Chinese Christian Oppose-America, Aid-Korea, Three-self Reform 
Movement Preparatory Committee, to report the progress of the Christian Accusation 
Movement, to bring the accusations of Christian leaders, and to preach through the print- 
ed word “Love of Country and Love of Church,”’ etc. Since Y. Y. Lin, who is apparently 
the editor though his name does not appear as such was the former editor of Tien Fe 
and a protege of Y. T. Wu, (the moving spirit in the movements mentioned shove wan 
are the agencies for bringing the church into compliance with the government’s program 
and also first vice-chairman of the NCC) one wonders if there was dissatisfaction with 
the present character of Tien Feng or simply the wish to see an additional organ serving 
the Communist State in the field af religion. There is little to choose between the two 
publications, 2s both slavishly follow the party line. 


The article is largely a confession of great fault, particularly in not reprinting in the 
early issues the most important documents in the patriotic, anti-imperialist cause - the 
article in the Pe People's Daily of April 1951, ““The Complete Severance of the Chris- 
tian Church from po pertaiicn ; the address of Vice-Minister Lu Ting-yi’s ad- 
dress at the Conference for the Control and Take-over of Christian Agencies Receiving 
American Subsidies; and his own article on ““The Peking Conference’’. It goes on to state 
that without the guidance of the government the aims of the church reform movement can- 
not be achieved. Gtrange but revealing wordsD It was a very serious error to intimate, 
as he had done, that the reform movement had emanated from the 14th NCC meeting (1950). 
He also confesses lack of clarity and a failure to differentiate the functions of Hsieh Chin 
with those of other Christian eee and agrees that the criticism that it is no differ- 
ent from Tien F is correct. Other criticisms to which he pleads guilty are the use of 
materials already appearing in other publications, a style not sufficiently simple, use of 
the same material more than once, paucity of religious material, errors in printing and 
layout, etc. The article concludes with a promise that = Hsien Chin has been 
guilty of many shortcomings and errors, it would learn from them to s with the peop | 
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cleanse itself of imperialistic influence and from the great ‘‘Anti-Three’’ movement learn 
thoroughly change itself. 


nd 

ina, MISSIONARY NEWS 

f Hongkong newspapers of March 25th featured the arrival there on that day of nine 

y Canadian missionaries after 17 days of hard travel under constant Communist sur- 

, veillance. The arrivals were: Dr. and Mrs. L. G. Kilborn, Mr. and Mrs. W. Small and 

| their two small daughters, Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Moncrieff, and Dr. and Mrs. L. E. Wilmott, 

- (all of the United Church of Canada and all from the West China Christian prteie at 
Chengtu) and Rev. Cyril G. Edwards of the China Inland Mission, from Kweiyang. Wilmott 


and Small were dressed in the Chinese workers uniforms so widely used under the Com- 
munist regime and used by the teachers in the University. This party brought 97 pieces 
of baggage. All of them were under house arrest prior to leaving Chengtu. They report 
that Miss Marion Hughes, a Quaker, is the last Protestant missionary in Chengtu, but 
five Catholic missionaries remain. Dr. Wilmott stated to reporters that everything he 
had written in articles published in the China Monthly Review was true. He is quoted as 
saying: ‘‘T am still of the opinion that the Chinese churches have no need for mission- 

y aries. They are full of the strength of independence and can look after themselves. I 
stand by what I have written, and everything I have written is true. . . I have heard 
nothing of any persecution of church people. I haven’t met anyone in China who did not 
feel that the new government is a popular one.”’ 


Other arrivals at Sonn the same day were two Catholic bishops who had been ex- 
pelled from China by the Communists, Bishop Rene Boisguerin of I-Ping, Szechuan, and 
Archbishop Jean Larrant of Kweiyang, both French. (The Protestants all had exit passes, 
though it took more than a year in some cases to secure them.) Bishop Boisguerin’s 
hands had been manacled for almost 14 months of imprisonment, and the article reports 

‘they dangled limp and useless from his wrists.’? The two men carried only a brief case 
each. Catholic sources also reported the arrest of four Catholic missionaries in West 
Fukien; Reverends Walter Lodding and Manfred ee on March 8th, and Rev. Albin 

Cramer and Sister Edith Harder on March 9th. A Hongkong report of April 3rd says that 

24 Catholic missionaries, including Msgr. Henri Pinault, Bishop of Chengtu, and 11 nuns, 
q ad arrived there. The groups represented missionaries from Szechwan, Suiyuan, Shan- 
a ung, and Kiangsu Provinces. 


. Dr. Karl Ludwig Reichelt, well-known founder of the Christian Mission to Buddhists, 

»d died at Taofengshan in the New Territories of Hongkong on March 13th, after a stroke 
suffered on March 2nd. Dr. Reichelt was one of the founders of the Lutheran Theological 

n Seminary of China, formerly located near Hankow, and worked as a missionary to Budd- 

n hists in Hunan and Nanking. His work was established in Hongkong in 1927. 

= Dr. and Mrs. Seufert, German missionaries in Tsingtao who have long sought permis- 


sion to leave China, have now been released and were reported on their way to Hongkong 
and due to arrive there on April 3rd. 


) A N.Y. Times dispatch from Hongkong dated March 27th reported that on March 18th 
Shanghai authorities had arrested Rev. Jean Billot, French director of the Zikawei Boys 
“4 orphanage, and nine of the orphans who had resisted police attempts to remove Father 


Billot from the orphanage. 


Rev. Kenneth J. Forman, young Presbyterian missionary who had been working with 
the Yunnan Mission of the Church of Christ in China and had been held in Kunming for 
arrived in Hongkong on March 31st, and telephoned his wife (in the 

.) from there. 


Word has come from Hongkong that Rev. Paul J. Mackensen, Jr., the onl missionary 
te of the United Lutheran Church stifi remaining in China, was recentl; im risenall in 
y imp 
: Singtao. No further information is available. - 
50). 
n A one-word cable received by the American Board on April Ist reported thaf Rev. 
r= and Mrs. Hugh W. Hubbard and Miss Alice Huggins of Tungchow were “‘leaving.’’ Since 
f the cable was sent from Tientsin, it is presumed that they were sailing from there, al- 
most certainly for Hongkong. 
Dr. A. Stewart Allen, formerly Superintendent of the United Church Mission Hospital 


. - t _)at Chungking, rece arrived in Canada from Hongkong, after spending almost a year 
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